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DAMAGE POLICY 
Rosebud County Library of Forsyth and Bicentennial Library of Colstrip 

 
The following policy covers all parts of library premises, including the building and fixtures and all furnishings, 
and all materials belonging to the library, whether in use inside the building or off the premises. 
 
LIBRARY MATERIALS 
1)  Any willful or deliberate damage to library materials is subject to Criminal Mischief laws and will be 
referred to local law enforcement.  Anyone found guilty of Criminal Mischief for any action related to the 
library will lose all library privileges.  Privileges may be reinstated at a later time at the discretion of the Library 
Director. 
2)  Any negligent or accidental damage to library materials will result in a determination by the Library 
Director concerning the extent of the damage and the need for replacement or repair of the item. 

a)  If an item must be replaced, the patron responsible for the item (including the parent/guardian in 
the case of juvenile card holders) will be charged the replacement cost of the item.   
b)  If an item must be repaired or cleaned, (ie smoke damage or scratched or sticky disks) the patron 
responsible for the item will be charged a repair fee to be determined by the Director. 
c)  In both cases, payment is required by law and will be pursued by the County Attorney if payment is 
not made in a timely manner to be determined by the Director.  No further materials may be borrowed 
from the library collection until payment is made. 
 

LIBRARY BUILDING, FIXTURES, AND FURNISHINGS 
1)  Any willful or deliberate damage to library premises, including the building and fixtures and all furnishings, 
is subject to Criminal Mischief laws and will be referred to local law enforcement.  Anyone found guilty of 
Criminal Mischief for any action related to the library will lose all library privileges.  Privileges may be 
reinstated at a later time at the discretion of the Library Director. 
2)  Any negligent or accidental damage to library premises will result in a determination by the Library Director 
concerning the extent of the damage and the need for replacement or repairs. 

a)  In the case of damage to any part of the library premises to the extent of necessitating replacement, 
replacement cost will be obtained by the Library Director, either by consulting a professional such as a 
carpenter or plumber or by consulting a catalog for furnishings.  The cost, which must be approved by 
the Rosebud County Commissioners, will be charged to the patron responsible for the damage (or the 
parent/guardian of a juvenile).   
b)  In the case of damage to any part of the library premises necessitating repair, the cost of repairs will 
be determined by the Library Director in consultation with a professional. The cost of repairs, which 
must be approved by the Rosebud County Commissioners, will be charged to the patron responsible. 
c)  In both cases, payment is required by law and will be pursued by the County Attorney if payment is 
not made in a timely manner.  Anyone responsible for damage to library premises will be denied any 
use of the library until restitution is made.         

 


